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Gay marriage's effect on society debated at forum
ByPETERSMitH

psmith@courier-joumal.co(n
The Courier-Journal

Ifsocietyallowsgaystowed,itwill
destroy the institutionof marriage —
or rescue it from a fundamental injus
tice that denies itsbenefitsto peoplein
same-sex relationships.

Two local speakers staked out
thoseopposing positions in a debate
held yesterdayby the Louisville Fo
rum, a nonpartisan public-affairs
group.

Sam Marcosson, a University of

Louisville law professor and advocate
forjgay civil rights, said allowing gays
andlesbians to marry would encour
age them to develop stable relation-
smps,whichwouldbenefitsocietyand
provide stable homes for those who
choose to raise children.

"There is no moral superiority of
the relationship of an opposite-sex
coupleover the relationship I have
with the partner to whom I have been
pledgedinthe last13years inamonog
amous, loving, devotedrelationship,"
he said.

But R.Albert MohlerJr., president

ofSouthern BaptistTheological Semi-
naiy, said that neterosexud marriage
comprisesthe "basicmolecularstruc
ture of human existence" and that civi
lizations always have sought to regu
late sexual relationships.

Asked if a child weren't better off
being raised bya committed gaycou
plethanliving mabrokenhome, Moh
ler said, "The fact that one thing is bet-
ter than some even worse thing
doesn't mean that thing should be nor
malized in society."

Louisville Forum moderator Jeff
Barr said officialsdecided on the topic

of the debate, held at Vmcenzo's res
taurant, because of the national con
troversy unleashed by a Massachu-

throughpre-writtenquestions onsuch
issues aswhether gay marriage could
open the door to polygamy l^ohler
said yes, Marcosson n^ and whethersettscourtdecision lastyear requiring said yes, Marcosson n^ and whether

the legislature to legalize gay mar- all religious people oppose homosex-
riage. uality (Mohler acknowledged thatnage.

Canada, Belgiumand the Nether
lands also have moved toward legaliz
ing gay marriage, and Vermont aflows
same-sex couples to have civilunions.

Despite their differences, Mohler
and Marcosson debated politelyas the
audience of several dozen people lis
tened quietly.

But listeners grilled the panelists

they do not but said that Chnstianity
traditionallyhasregardeditassinful).

Mohler said the debate reflects a
wider breakdown of family identity
that he attributed to a 100-year proc-.
ess, ranging from the disruptive ef-
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fects ofthe industrial revolution to the
liberalization of divorce laws.

"The definitionof family is now so
much up for debate that there are
many children who genuinely don't
know who they belong to and why,"
hesaid.Withgaymarriage,"marriage
will not be redefined, it will be de
stroyed." . .

But Marcosson said gays arc rnis-
ing children already, and allowing

themto marrywillbenefitthosechil
dren.

He.said those citingthe welfareof
children to prevent gay marriage are
using a standard they don't apply to
heterosexual couples. Statelaw al
lowsevena repeat felonto marryand
have children "so long as he has one
qualification — the person he wants
to marry is a monibcr ol" the opposite
.sex." ho s,lid.

Marcosson disiwis-.cd cl-iims
lhal allowiniJ guy marriui^o wuuld

lead to allowing group marriage or
polygamy. He said theonly issue at
stake isequalaccess.Ifsocietyallows
one person to manyanother,the gen
der of those two should not matter, he
said.

Mohlerdisagreed, sayingthat the
justification used for homosexual
marriage is that consenting adults
.should dowhatthey want. "People in
Utah" alsohave"different desi^s on
marriage."he said, referringtopolyg
amy.


